
One of the blessings at First United Methodist in Arlington Heights is the multi-
generational nature of our family of faith. Young, old, and all those in between 
can worship, serve, pray and play together every week. This was so evident 
during our Galactic Blast Vacation Bible Camp in July. It was a joy to watch 
infants through octogenarians share the Good News and experience the warm 
welcome of our Christian community. Our adults were modeling faith and service 
for even our littlest campers. 

Guests from the community (over half the participants in Bible Camp!) 
experienced our church as one who values children. Many of our leaders did not 
have children or grandchildren enrolled in camp, but they recognized the vital 
nature of this outreach and shared their creativity and energy throughout the 
week. Our storyteller, Laura Jerbi, (whose youngest child is now in high school – 
yes, he helped, too) was serving in her 20th Bible Camp!  Many of the youth and 
young adult leaders stopped in to tell her that they remember her stories from 
years ago. 

Speaking of our youth and young adults, they were active leaders during the 
week – serving as group guides, teacher aides, our music and recreation 
directors, and our science center co-leader. Campers met young people who 
follow Jesus and are willing to play “follow the leader” with four year olds. Letting 
young (and old) try out different modes of service is another gift of our 
congregation – helping everyone discern God’s call. 

We are all ministers. Those who answered God’s call into children’s ministry this 
summer blessed our church and community. As fall approaches, I pray that even 
more of our members and friends will share their gifts with children. If their 
experience is anything like our Bible Camp leaders, I know that they will be 
abundantly blessed in return. 

In faith, 
Lynn Mikels 

August 2010 

Welcome! 
First United Methodist Church of Arlington Heights, as a reconciling congregation, celebrates  

humanity’s diversity of age, racial and ethnic background, sexual orientation, gender identity, special  
needs, socio-economic conditions, and marital status. Created in the image of God, all persons are worthy  

of God’s love and grace and are welcomed into full participation in the life of our congregation.  
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The family of Nancy Manos would like to thank everyone 
for their expressions of sympathy, and the many cards and 
donations to the church on our mom’s behalf. She called 
the church “the center of our universe” and would be very 
happy with the generous response people have given. 
~ The Manos Family 
 

Financial Report through June 2010 
June Revenue: $54,860    Year-to-Date Revenue: $323,492 

June Expense: $48,209     Year-to-Date Expense: $328,732 

Building Fund Receipts to date:  $1,504,045 

Our apportionments for 2010 have been set at $73,896.  
Currently, we have paid $12,316 of the $36,948 due. The 
Finance Committee has authorized payment of $6,158 in 
July and anticipates another payment of $6,158 in August. 

Especially for those who travel in the summer, we 
encourage the use of our electronic funds transfer; forms 
are also available in the church office. Thank you for your 
good stewardship in 2010. 

~ Melinda Kirby, Business Manager  

 

 

 
Are you looking for a fun way to 
serve the church and worship 
God? Think about joining Chancel 
Choir! We have a really good time 
together on Thursday evenings (we 
have dessert night once a month), 
singing in the worship services on 
Sunday mornings, and making new 

friends. If you think you'd like to give it a try, send me an 
email at j.workman@fumcah.com. No commitment 
necessary, feel free to sit in on a rehearsal (they start in 
September), or just jump right in!   
I hope to hear from you!   ~Jeannie Workman  

Ringing bells is fun! The Family of 
God Handbell Choir is eager to have 
more ringers this fall. If singing is 
not your forte, but you love music 
and can count from one to four, you 
are welcome to give ringing a try 
with the other nine who currently 
rehearse together on Tuesday 

nights. Come! Reading music is helpful but not required. 
Give it a try! If you are interested or have questions, talk to 
Francy Bearden, or e-mail her at the church, 
f.bearden@fumcah.com 

Summer Garden Services  

August 15 and August 29 
8:00am 
Come experience our casual outdoor services near the rose 
garden, west side of the church adjacent to the Memorial 
Garden. Folding chairs provided or bring picnic blankets and 
your favorite lawn chairs if desired. Some of our members 
ride their bikes in the true summer spirit!  

 
Mission Project: Arlington Heights 
Emergency Assistance Program 
This month the Missions Commission is asking you to make 
your mission donation for the Arlington Heights 
Emergency Assistance Program. 

These are hard times for many people, even for some of our 
neighbors here in Arlington Heights. Some have been out of 
work for a long time and are facing rent payments they 
cannot make, car repairs or utility bills. This is where the 
Village's Emergency Assistance program comes in. The 
Human Services coordinator at the Village says they step in 
when there is an emergency that directly impacts the lives of 
a family - the ability to get to work or school, keep warm in 
the winter or stay in their housing. Throughout the year, the 
program will also help families by providing scholarships for 
the children to the after-school CAP program and to park 
district programs. They also work to keep families together 
with subsidies for counseling. It is not surprising that the 
Village is seeing more people who have lost their jobs, with 
few prospects for re-employment, seeking emergency help.  
Those of us who are secure in our homes can help our 
neighbors right now. 
 
 

First United Methodist Preschool 
& We-e Care 
Are you or someone you know looking for a preschool?  The 
First United Methodist Preschool/We-e Care Programs are 
currently enrolling students for the 2010/2011 school year.  
Registration will continue until all classes are full. The 
Preschool has openings for both 3 year olds and 4 year 
olds.  We-e Care has openings for children aged 16 months 
to 2 years. Please call 847 255-5119 for more information.  
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Our church has a food drive the first Sunday of 

each month. Add something for the hungry  
to your shopping cart. Canned goods & always  

NON-PERISHABLE food ONLY. 
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Saturday, August 7 

8:00am - 4:00pm 
Our campus will be transformed with tents and canopies housing amazing bargains which become ministry and mission 
dollars at the end of the day! This event is a significant contribution to the church’s operating budget and takes lots of 
hands to accomplish each summer. If you are new to FUMCAH we need YOUR participation. Though hard work, it is lots 
of fun. You’ll make new friends and meet the neighbors, too.  

 

 

 

If ever there was a month for music 
that comes from the soul, this August is it! 
Blues, Jazz, Gospel… you’re gonna love it! 

See you in church! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Get the Blues! 
Friday, August 13 
Come to Kingston Mines, a true 
Chicago blues club. Friday, 
August 13. Meet at the church at 
6:30pm or meet us there at 
7:30pm. Two stages of music and 
a large menu. Registration 
deadline is Sunday, August 1. 
 

 
 
Gospel Brunch 
Sunday, August 22 
Immediately following 
worship, head to downtown 
Chicago for the House of 
Blues Gospel Brunch. The 
show starts at 12:30pm. 
Adult tickets - $37.50; 

children’s (ages 6-12) tickets are $22. Children under 6 are 
free. The ticket price includes lunch, performance, tax, 
gratuity. Sign up in the church office by Sunday, August 1 
so tickets can be purchased. 
 
 

 

An Evening of Jazz 
Saturday, August 28 
There is nothing like live jazz. 
Join us for dinner and music. We 
will go to Andy’s Jazz Club in 
Chicago. Meet at the church at 
4:45pm or join us at Andy’s at 
6:00pm. Please register by Sun., 
Aug. 15 in the church office so 

 

 



Faith and Fiction 
Sundays at 7:00 - 8:30pm - Parsonage 
Tuesdays at 10:00 - 11:20am - Church Parlor 
(childcare by reservation) 

August 15 & August 24 - Sarah’s Key  
by Tatiana de Rosnay 

A book club for the religious & irreligious alike. Readers 
should secure their own copies of the book to be discussed. 
Folks don’t need to belong to this or any church to 
participate. Call the church office, 847-255-5112 for 
registration. Come once, twice or to all discussions. New 
books will be announced each quarter. Get Reading! 
 

Holy Wanderers 
Tuesday, August 31 

LUMA (Loyola University Museum of Art) 
Pilgrimage & Faith: Buddhism, Christianity, and Isl am 
Depart church at 9:00am, return by 3:00pm. 
Tuesdays are free (donations welcome); Guided tour at noon. 
Brunch on own tab, Oak Tree Restaurant, 900 N. Michigan Av., 
Van Transportation: $16 per person. 

Holy Wanderers 
Adventure to New Orleans 
Please join us Sunday, Oct. 17, through Saturday, Oct. 23, 
2010, for a fabulous trip to historic New Orleans! Cost per 
person, double occupancy, is $629, and includes 
motorcoach transportation, 6 nights lodging, 10 meals, and 
many guided tours. A deposit of $75 is required at signup; 
travel insurance is also available. Sign up now in the church 
office for this wonderful opportunity; time is running out!  
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A Giving Circle  
and a Gathering of Sisters 
During the summer months, our women’s study group has 
considered the many ways we pray. In August we will give 
thanks for our many blessings, including that of good  
fellowship, as we gather for a meal… but our meal will also 
bless others. Instead of going to a restaurant, we will meet 
at Jean Barbour’s home for a salad pot luck supper and 
giving circle. In addition to a salad, each person is asked to 
bring a donation (possibly the difference between the cost 
of restaurant food and “home cooking”) which will be given 
to a local charity – this time the car fund for Faith 
Community Homes. All donations will be anonymous; by 
pooling our gifts, we can make a bigger difference. 

Please let Jean know if you will join us 847-577-9014,  
and decide what salad you will bring. Dessert and 
beverages are provided. 

Sisters Bible Study is open to all women of the church and 
community. We will resume our weekly Wednesday 
evening study sessions at the end of September. 

Next Chapter 
On August 14th we will meet on the lawn at Ravinia for 
Annie Get Your Gun featuring Patti LuPone as Annie 
Oakley. Bob and Elena Jones have organized this event. 
Early ticket orders have already been placed; however, you 
can get tickets and join us on the lawn. Just be sure to let 
us know you are coming so we save sufficient space. You 
can check on tickets at www.ravinia.org or by calling 
Ravinia at 847-266-5100.  

For more information, contact Diane Piper, 
diane@pipershome.com or  847-903-6967, or  
Elena Jones, emcjones@concast.net or 847-593-2839. 

United Methodist Women  
August Meetings 

Revised Edition: Members should be reading the book, 
Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson. 

Mary and Martha: Members should be reading the 
book, Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World. 

Daughters of Eve: Members should be reading the 
book, Something to Sing About by C.C. Payne. 

Other circles will resume in September.  
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Fall Plans for PADS 
PADS is a community program to deliver shelter to the 
homeless in our community. Our church is open to the 
homeless on Monday nights from October - April. We 
provide shelter, food, and security. This is entirely a 
volunteer mission, and we need the help of the members 
of our congregation and the community. 

This season all volunteers (workers and cooks) are asked 
to sign an affidavit that they will have a TB test. This is to 
protect you and our guests, who are required to be tested 
before they are registered. You may get the test from your 
doctor or, for a fee of $10, from Arlington Heights Village 
Hall. Testing there is done on Mondays from 3:00 to 4:30. 
Tests must be read on Thursday. Pat Harrington said the 
test can be done at the County Health Ofc in Des Plaines. 

The PADS pizza party kick-off will be Sept. 13, 6:30pm in 
Fellowship Hall. All volunteers and those who want to 
learn more about PADS are invited to attend. You will be 
able to volunteer to work, cook meals, or purchase food at 
that time. Because Labor Day is so late this year, you may 
reserve your volunteer slot by notifying site director, 
Nancy Dorsey, about your preference. 

Sunday morning sign-ups will be on September 12 and 
September 19 before and after church. You may sign up 
to work, cook meals, or purchase food in the Loggia. 

In order to work at the site you must attend a volunteer 
training. They will all be held at the Journeys office.  

If you have any questions about the PADS program or 
about volunteering for PADS, please contact Nancy Dorsey, 
847-956-4392, or njdorsey@comcast.net  

Training Schedule for PADS Volunteers 
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Kid’s Summer Book Group 
Thursday, August 12 
7:00 - 8:00pm, at the church 
The Wednesday Wars  by Gary D. Schmidt  

This is a special parent/grandparent-child book group meeting. 
Kids – bring an adult along in August!  
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Performance in worship on Sunday, August 8, at 9:30am 

Open to those who have completed Kindergarten & above 

Cost: $40.00 per person 

Participants will learn songs & choreography from favorite  
Broadway musicals and consider the faith connections. 

Led by the staff of  
Setting the Stage Children’s Theatre!  

Bible Presentation to Third Graders 
On Sunday, September 12, we will present Bibles to our Third Graders.  
We honor their growth as independent readers and their continuing growth as 
children of God. Please plan to join us as we “kick-off” the fall season of church 
school and celebrate with our Third Graders and their families. 
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Second Annual FUMCAH  
Golf Event & Dinner 

Wednesday, September 1, 2010 
Rob Roy Golf Course, Prospect Heights, IL 

Registration going on NOW! 

 

Donations Request! �

New golf, collectable sports & *other new prize items are 
needed for the upcoming Golf Event & Dinner for the silent 
auctions & "pick a prize" drawings. Please drop off all dona-
tions at the church office marked to the attention of Sue Saip.�

*Other new prize items could include wine, lunch/dinner  
gift certificates, jewelry, golf gift card's, etc. 

Please call Lee Saip with questions, 630-715-9160 

A Galactic 
Thank You! 
Our 2010 Vacation Bible 
Camp, Galactic Blast, is now 
only a memory. Thanks to 
the efforts of our leadership 
team, it will be a treasured 
memory for over 50 children 

who participated in the four day event. A round of applause 
for these “stars” of our program who helped in so many 
ways:  Linda Riddle (decorating coordinator and snack 
coordinator), Sue Mika and Diane Piper (art and craft 
coordinators), Dave Piper, Anna Voinovich (musical 
maestro), Dan Crusius, Laura Dittmer, Elizabeth Giromini, 
Alice Jenks, Sarah Lyons, Lisa Jones, Stephanie Sutton 
(two-year old teacher), Anna Moran, Sharon Nudo (leader 
of 3 year olds), Carrie Conley, Dan Jerbi, Jenny Bornhorst 
& Ann Whitney & Collin Doruff (4-5 year old class leaders), 
Sarah Montgomery, Blake Patterson, Meg Ziegler, Amy 

Merz (4 -5 year class leader and, with Sylvia, a dynamic 
decorator),  Sara Voinovich & Sarah Whitney & Stephen 
Mikels (leaders of the elementary school groups), Jonathan 
Mikels & Riley Busch (recreation leaders), Patty Crusius & 
Christina Crusius (Discovery Center coordinators), Laura 
Jerbi (storyteller extraordinaire), Katie Jerbi & Betsy Jerbi & 
Emma Riddle & Ashley Roscoe and Kate Wiemold 
(decorating divas) , Lynn Wiemold (phantastic 
photographer), Grace Hynes & Kaitlyn Roscoe (teacher 
aides), Jamie Roscoe, Mary Ann Laforet, Jacqueline 
Raitano, Hannah Metcalf, Lorena Schieler, Kim Kusiciel, 
Lauren Johnson, all the members of the church staff AND 
Galileo Gorilla. 

It takes a lot of caring people to bring Vacation Bible Camp 
to life. While we have tried to list some of the specific areas 
of ministry, many of these folks helped in other areas as 
well – there are many opportunities for service. Ministering 
to children through our summer programs is also a lot of 
fun. Next summer, won’t you consider ways that you could 
join the team? 

 

Back to School with a Bang 
Start your school year with baseball and fireworks. Come to the Schaumburg Flyers game 
with us on Friday, August 27.  We will meet at the church at 5:30pm. Sign up in the office by 
Sunday, August 8. All youth, 6th grade through seniors, are welcome. Cost is $15. Be sure 
to bring money for dinner at the game. Invite a friend for the fun! 
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Ministry Team 
  All the People 

Lead Pastor  
Rev. Bonnie Beckonchrist 

b.beckonchrist@fumcah.com   

Pastor of Youth & 
Young Families 

Rev. Tedd Steele 
t.steele@fumcah.com   

Minister of Education  
Rev. Lynn Mikels 

l.mikels@fumcah.com   

Ministry of Music  
Jeannie Workman 

j.workman@fumcah.com 
Francy Bearden 

f.bearden@fumcah.com   

e-mail:  friends@fumcah.com 
website:  www.fumcah.com 

September 2010 newsletter deadline -  
August 15 

a.doruff@comcast.net 

August Worship Celebrations 
One service of worship at 9:30am  

Series: Gospel on Broadway Continues 
Thoughts About God from the Musical Stage 

August 1  Fiddler on the Roof: valuing tradition while remaining open to change 

August 8  Summer Music Camp does worship, “Lights of Broadway!” 

Join us for Songs of Faith and Freedom 
August worship continues to focus on music that reflects our lives. It 
comes from hearts of women and men who have lived fully and experi-
enced much. Perhaps that is why their songs strike such a chord in so 
many souls. Come to hear messages speak of the depth of our humanity 
and the profundity of our faith. 

August 15   Singing the Blues 

August 22   Living a Life of Jazz 

August 29   The Gospel of Freedom 
  Immediately following worship, head to downtown 
  Chicago for the House of Blues Gospel Brunch.  

      August 8:00am Garden Service Speakers ~  
  August 15          Francy Bearden 
  August 29          Jim Abdnor 


